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Presentation Outline

Malaysia’s 2008 General Election

Research Questions and Theoretical Answers
Do blogs matter? Why? How?

Evidence: Methods, Data, and Findings

Implications, Limitations, and Conclusions



Malaysia in Context

Population: 27mil (2007)

Demographics: 60% Malay, 25% Chinese, 8%
ndian

nternet penetration: 57% (2007)

Political coalitions (& component parties):
— Government: BN (UMNO, MCA, MIC + 10 others)
— Opposition: PR (PKR, DAP, PAS)




Elections in Malaysia
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Research Questions and Answers

e Do blogs matter in electoral politics?

Yes! Especially for opposition
e In what context?

State controls other media, but not Internet
e How?

Candidates use blogs to share information,
start discussions, and mobilize supporters



Methods: Data Collection

e Candidate data

— Primary source: Election Commission,
corroborated by independent news website
Malaysiakini

e Blog data

— Primary source: Google, corroborated by
party websites and networked blogs



Methods: Data Analysis

Logistical regression predicting election
outcomes, i.e. win/lose

Predictor variable: Blogged prior to election
Interaction with opposition membership

Controls: incumbency, number of opponents,
sex, race, relation to district race, opponent
has a blog



Data

e 480 candidates total, final sample 471

e Opposition candidates: 210 (45% of sample)
e Bloggers: 57 (12% of sample)

e Opposition bloggers: 44 (77% of bloggers)

e Bloggers who won: 39 (68% of bloggers)



Findings

e Bloggers are 5x as likely to win an election as
non-bloggers, all else being equal

— This effect is statistically comparable to the effects
of incumbency

e The “average” candidate’s chances of winning
an election:
— Opposition bloggers will win 75% of the time
— Opposition non-bloggers will win 27% of the time
— Blog effect trivial for non-opposition candidates



Policy Implications

Push for greater Internet accessibility and
open discussion

Government post-election backlash against
bloggers ineffective

Engage, not eliminate, opposition bloggers
Relieve pressure on mainstream media



Limitations

e Unable to get data on campaigh spending
e Socio-political and historical factors
e Cross-sectional case study



Conclusions

e Blogs matter!
e More research is needed

e Internet trends move quickly; policy-makers
must keep up to be effective



Thank you for your time.

For further information
and/or comments,
please contact me at:
rgong@stanford.edu
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Ceramah

Diwar Friends, I will be in Mambang Tiawan, Jeram and Kampar

town for ceramah tonight. Please contact Feong at o12-5o3aégo

for the exact location. Thank you.
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Diwwar Friends, DAP Batu Cajah Parliamentary conetituency will be
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Makkal Sakthi

mar author: Admanistrator

This 12th General Elecbon has showed the world how Makkal Sakthi { Peopla®

Power | has changad the political climate of Malaysia

aftar tiring 13 days campaign throught out Malaysia and ;m Padang Seral
managed to secura 28,774 vobas out of 56,882 o beat Datuk Boey Chin Gar
[BM-MCA-1T 036 votes).

I wiodld like to thank Rakyat for their undving support and thair halp throught

put this 13 days, I'm sure they will continue to give full support: for the nasxt S
years

And T would like to stress

for the next 5 years!

I will be you ¥BI Yang BERKERIA | W Gobalakn

Valghe Makkal Sakthil Long Live Peoples Power! Reformasi!

Fled under = Local News |

GIVE US CHANCE!

mar Author: Administrator

PER's supreme councl member N Gobalaknshnan today challenged the
Malaysian vaters to vote for the opposition for the better of the nation

Ko Commeants 2

"Don't get cheated by the Election Commission and the BN government,” he told

<4
Malaysiakini in an interview yesterday

*1 want all Malaysians to go to the ballot boxes and vote for the opposition, |
irge everyone ta take up the challenge and vote for us,” he said

Thie 48-year-old Gobalakrishnan, wall-known for his numerous police armests a

court appearances for participatng in demonstrabions, is contesting for the

Home — Abo

wobalaknshnan Naggapan is
the alected Mambar of
Parliment (P.017) He
contested under the PER
ticket.

FRaad More about

(8. Gobalakrshnan

e

=101 x|
|=i'

100 =

_ ANNOUNCEN
DAMNA PARLIMEMN PADANG
SERAI

Mendepani Agenda
Kebajikan dan
Kesejahteraan

Untuk menyumbang dana,
sila salurkan ke ;

Mama: Gohalakrishanan afl
Nagapan

CIMB Bank Acc MNo 3
DBZ210001377527.

Terima Kasih

March 2008
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Successful breakfast ceramah in Tawau

First of its kind not only in Tawau but in Sabah and Malaysia as well - a breakfast
ceramah at 7.30 am.

Turnout at 5in Onn Market, Tawau by Tawau voters and their families for the break fast
ceramah was over-capacity and overwhelmingly supportive and most encouraging -
highlighting the reality that the battle in the 5ri Tanjong state Assembly contest is
between the DAP candidate Jimmy Wong Sze Phin and the Barisan Masional candidate
while the Tawau parliamentary contest is between the DAP candidate Chan Foong Hin
and the BN candidate, although there is a third candidate in both constituencies.

If not for the third candidate in Sri Tanjong, Datuk Kong Hong Ming (Keadilan), mamy
Tawau voters would say that “Tiger” limmy Wong would have an edge over the BN
candidate, a DAP “renegade”, especially as Jimmy Wong had done more than the
incumbent BN candidate to fight for the rights and welfare of the people of Tawau -
especially in his successful espousal of the cause of the people of Tawau to defend
their “open spaces” from despoilation by an irresponsible axis of the local government
and developer, an issue which affects not only Tawau and Sabah but the whole of
Malaysial

In the circumstances, Datuk Kong cannot win on his own but can only draw votes away
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